
Gerdy’s 

Dear Friends 

 

Thank you for all the help given Gerdy’s Rescues this past year so that we were able 

to help dogs and cats in our Rescue get the help they need and prepare for new 

homes with enriched lives in adoption. We have had huge medical bills to pay as 

we took on the cases others turned down, to prevent as many as possible from 

falling through the cracks of rescue because of the expense of medical care. 

Abandonment, neglect, cruelty, and injury were up this year resulting in an 

expensive year for us. But with your help 

we saved lives of animals who did not 

want to die, but live. And they did. And 

most found homes, others are still waiting. 

We were blessed with fundraisers given to 

help us, Sharon Grant’s Lobster/Steak 

Dinner in May was a huge success, the 

Spaghetti Fundraiser organized by Sestina 

Sacratini was a huge success as well and 

our gratitude great. We did garage sales 

this year at every opportunity, helped by 

YOUR contribution of articles and 

purchases and hosting. Many of you 

visited us with your adopted Gerdy dogs, 

some from years past. Without our 

volunteers we could have done nothing, 

you carry us every year into the next by 

your support of all we do. From fancy 

packaged chocolates to hand knit catnip 

mice, sold to benefit our animals to kids’ 

lemonade stands and birthday donations 

etc.  Both adults and children volunteers 

helped in any way they could, and made 

a difference in animals’ lives. The 

response to Gerdy’s Facebook special 

appeals was wonderful and life saving. 

And to our regular monthly donors we are 

so appreciative. To all those who lost pets 

over the past year, our sympathies. We 

could not do the rescue work we do 

without all of you pitching in to help us in 

one way or another. WE THANK YOU ALL. 

And in closing, I appreciate personally 

your trust in me, your confidence, all your 

assistance, and your faith that life CAN be 

better for animals because we CARE and 

work hard TOGETHER to accomplish that end for as many as possible. I need you to 

spread the word and share appeals and announcements on Gerdy’s Facebook so 

hopefully we can reach more people wanting to adopt or help. There is nothing 

too small in any help given to be appreciated, and our reward is to see happy dogs 

and cats leaving for their new home happily looking forward to their renewed life.  

Thanks to all of YOU, my deepest gratitude to all, 
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For more, check out our web 

site at www.gerdysrescue.org 

 

And you’ll also find us on 

www.petfinder.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We would be pleased to 

provide a printed copy of 

the Newsletter to a friend 

on request. 

Layout and Design time 

volunteered on behalf of  

BobCo Creations 

 Gerdy   

TRANSLATION COURTESY 

Lucy, Thérèse 

et Marie-Hélène  

Gerdy and Shelley the little puppy that 
was found in a sealed box at the side 
of the highway 
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WE ARE HAVING A GARAGE SALE! 

Betty passed away September 3, 

2014.  Betty was Gerdy’s Rescues FIRST 

VOLUNTEER when we started in 

2004.  She fostered cats and small 

dogs for us, and also adopted from 

us.  Betty’s specialty fundraising was in 

the stamping of cards she made for us 

to sell, as well as a number of other 

items, plus her delicious bunwiches 

she’d bring for us to eat at garage 

sales.  A lifelong animal lover, Betty 

was a devoted and loyal friend with a 

trademark wry sense of humour she 

kept until the end, and is dearly 

missed.

A TRIBUTE TO BETTY COWAN 

MAPAQ promised there would be no 

more gas chambers used by pounds 

for euthanasia by 2014.  Then WHY is 

this cruel and barbaric method still in 

use in Quebec and supported by the 

taxes paid municipalities they serve 

as a means of animal control? 

One way that Gerdy's group of volunteers raises much needed funds is 

by having numerous garage sales throughout the year. The more sick 

and needy animals that come our way the more determined we are to 

help them. One person alone can not put on the garage sale. It takes 

a group effort. Here is a break down of how many hours it takes to 

have ONE garage sale. 

 Preparation and transporting tables - 3 hours 

 Transportation of collected Sale items - 6 hours 

 Pick-up of new sale items from people - 2 hours 

 Set-up of garage sale - 2.5 hours 

 Unpacking and Packing of items on the day - 5 hours 

 Pricing, cataloguing, and Research - 3 hours 

 The Actual Garage Sale - 8 hours 

 TOTAL - 29.5 hours 

Our reward - a labour of love, meeting people and their dogs, seeing 

old Gerdy adopted dogs and being inspired in our mission to save 

dogs and cats. 

Gerdy's Rescues took in a total of 200 dogs & cats in the past year who 

are now ALL ADOPTED into loving homes.  Most needed sterilization 

and updated vaccines, all were dewormed, vet checked, heartworm 

tested where needed, and many needed ear and eye infections 

treated.  Along with a host of other problems.  We did lifesaving surger-

ies for illness and injuries.  Because of YOUR help, we were able to do 

this.  Without your support, these 200 would not be alive today.  To 

continue this we need your financial help, THANK YOU! 

YOU HELPED SAVE LIVES! 

BE PREPARED! 

Carry in your car a training leash, or 1 or 2 leashes - a small and a larger 

size. In the event of an emergency such as seeing a loose dog, you can 

slip the leash through the handle to make a snug emergency col-

lar/leash combo. 
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Manny was luckily found by a couple walking their dog on a trail near the 

edge of a swamp. Their dog started to bark at something. From the edge of 

the swamp, off trail, up popped Manny's head! They investigated and discov-

ered he was anchored by his leash securely to a broken sapling, his leash 

handle threaded down the sapling so there was no chance of him escaping. 

Had it not been for the dog and the couple, Manny would have starved to 

death there. As it was, he was in a cloud of mosquitoes when found. He was 

taken in by Gerdy's Rescues. He was very frightened by his experience so we 

gave him extra decompression time, before he was ready for a home! He 

must have been terrified of his previous owner! He would shake and cower 

but he has regained his trust of humans again and is a DEAR boy, not a mean 

bone in him then or now! 
 

Manny’s new family has sent an update. “We're going to need a bigger 

couch!!! Manny is settling into life with our family, and thanks to our weekly 

training class, he is becoming a model citizen in our community. You will be glad to know that Manny is no longer 

afraid of going on car rides. Manny has become a very confident dog, and no longer keeps his tail between his 

legs. He is a lean mean tail wagging machine.  It turns out Manny is a cuddler, as you can see by the picture.” 
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MISSA, EINSTEIN, TIMMY cat, BUDDY, STORM cat, TEEJAY 

were all ADOPTED.  STILL looking for a home are:  

MANNY THE SWAMP DOG 

Now that I’m home, bathed, settled and fed, 

All nicely tucked into my warm new bed. 

I’d like to open my baggage, 

Lest I forget, 

There is so much to carry - 

So much to regret. Hmmmmmmmm……. 

Yes, there it is, right on the top, 

Let’s unpack Loneliness, Heartache and Loss, 

And there by my bed hides Fear and Shame. 

As I look on these things I tried so hard to leave - 

I still have to unpack my baggage called Pain. 

I love them, the others, the ones who left me, 

But I wasn’t good enough - for they didn’t want me. 

Will you add to my baggage? 

Or will you help me unpack? 

Or will you just look at my things - 

And take me right back? 

Do you have the time to help me unpack? 

To put away my baggage, 

And never repack? 

I pray that you do - I’m so tired you see, 

But I do come with baggage - 

Will you still want me? 

THE MEANING OF RESCUE - author unknown 

Maddix was going to be 

gassed at a pound where his 

owner dumped him. Instead 

he came to us and was just 

ADOPTED! 

MADDIX OUR 2600th 

ADOPTION TO DATE 

UPDATE FROM OUR 2013 NEWSLETTER 

 SCHNITZ SHADOW CHECKERS 

CAT SAYINGS 

Cat's motto: No matter what you've done wrong, always 
try to make it look like the dog did it - Unknown 

The cat is mighty dignified until the dog comes by - 
Southern Folk Saying 

A cat is a lion in a jungle of small bushes - Indian Saying 

A cat's eyes are windows enabling us to see into another 
world - Irish Legend 

I had been told that the training procedure with cats was 
difficult.  It's not.  Mine had me trained in two days.  -         
Bill Dana 
 
If a dog jumps in your lap, it is because he is fond of you; 
but if a cat does the same thing, it is because your lap is 
warmer. ~Alfred North Whitehead 
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A DOG’S PLEA by Beth Norman Harris 

Treat me kindly, my beloved friend, for 

no heart in all the world is more grateful 

for kindness than the loving heart of me. 

Do not break my spirit with a stick, for 

though I might lick your hand between 

blows, your patience and understanding 

will more quickly teach me the things 

you would have me learn. 

Speak to me often, for your voice is the 

world's sweetest music, as you must 

know by the fierce wagging of my tail 

when the sound of your footstep falls 

upon my waiting ear. 

Please take me inside when it is cold 

and wet, for I am a domesticated ani-

mal, no longer accustomed to bitter ele-

ments. I ask no greater glory than the 

privilege of sitting at your feet beside the 

hearth. 

Keep my pan filled with fresh water, for I 

cannot tell you when I suffer thirst. 

Feed me clean food that I might stay 

well, to romp and play and do your bid-

ding, to walk by your side and stand 

ready, willing and able to protect you 

with my life, should your life be in dan-

ger. 
And, my friend, when I am very old, and 
I no longer enjoy good health, hearing 
and sight, do not make heroic efforts to 
keep me going. I am not having any 
fun. Please see that my trusting life is tak-
en gently. I shall leave this Earth knowing 
with the last breath I draw that my fate 
was always safest in your loving hands... 

LIFESAVING SURGERIES 2014 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 
Happy Holidays 

JOYEUX NOEL 

We placed Frodo after being assured by his previous family they had 

him protected by heartworm prevention while living in the Turks & Cai-

cos.  They lied.  Consequently, we placed Frodo with a loving couple.  

Not long after he was unwell.  We had him vetted.  He had heartworm 

to a near fatal degree, so we did all we could to help him but it was 

hopeless.  GET YOUR DOG HEARTWORM TESTED!  There are no obvious 

early symptoms, the dog appears to be perfectly healthy.  ONLY a 

heartworm test will tell.  By the time the dog is obviously affected, it is 

too late!  Your vet will put your dog on HEARTWORM PREVENTATIVE dur-

ing mosquito season EVERY YEAR of his life, and RETEST for heartworm 

every 2 YEARS.  It can save your precious dog's life.  Make FRODO'S 

PASSING count for something! 

BONNIE, THE ONE EYED BEAUTY 

Bonnie was saved from a gassing pound. Be-

ing a stray black cat with only 1 eye, she al-

ready had 2 strikes against her survival. But 

lovely Bonnie was ADOPTED into a loving 

home, after getting her vetted where she is 

loved and appreciated. 

 

Properly trained, a man can be dog's best friend. ~Corey Ford 
There is no psychiatrist in the world like a puppy licking your face. ~Ben 
Williams 

Zira has been patiently waiting for 

a home.  A lesson to all not to 

leave your pets outside in winter 

weather, poor stray Zira had no 

hope of getting indoors until she 

was discovered in distress, going to 

be gassed at a pound, and was 

luckily saved.  She lost her ears to 

frostbite however, and no one 

wanted her.  But she is so CUTE, she 

is not ugly!  Please consider offering Zira a home!  She is about 7 years, 

needs a quiet home where she is the only pet, with compassionate 

ZIRA CAT LOST HER EARS TO FROSTBITE 

HEARTWORM TEST A LIFESAVER! 

This year has seen a tremendous increase in surgeries done to save the 

lives of dogs and cats who normally would not make it into rescue. 

THANKS TO YOUR DONATIONS we continue our mission to give lives 

back, and to get them ADOPTED! This year we did MORE SURGERIES 

THAN EVER, and many of you have adopted these animals so deserv-

ing and love them dearly! Our surgeries covered a wide range such 

as: Drew's major surgery to enable him to swallow food; Whiskey’s 

throat surgery to breathe; and many others like tumour removal; knee 

& hip surgeries; amputations; deep abscesses; bladder surgery; ear & 

eye surgeries; abdominal; dentistry & removal of and cleaning ne-

glected & painful teeth; and whatever was needed to save a life and 

stop pain. There was also treatment of thyroid problems, bladder 

stones, active heartworm;  skin problems & allergies; etc.  All TREATED 

and ADOPTED! 


